Reviewer Comments: Reviewer #1: Comments to the Author (Required): I think that this paper does a great job of describing the differences between FarmCPU and FarmCPUpp, and the simulation studies and real data analysis effectively demonstrate the reduction in computational time. I have only one major question/suggestion: why was the maize NAM population used as a test data set? The reason I ask is that FarmCPU is most often used to analyze diversity panels and was developed (as an alternative of the unified mixed linear model) to adjust for sources of false positives that are commonly found in diversity panels. Therefore, I wonder if it would be more effective to analyze some real data from a diversity panel (e.g., the maize NCRPIS aka "Ames" panel) instead of the NAM population.
